Dear Mr Gibb,

As religious leaders we are writing to express our support for proposals to allow students to have the
option for systematic study of Humanism in GCSE, AS and A level religious studies, and for an annex
setting out content on Humanism to be added alongside existing GCSE annexes on the principal
world religions. Such a change would not compel anyone to systematically study non-religious
worldviews or make it possible to do so for the whole of a qualification, but it would allow young
people to study a more representative sample of major worldviews that are common in Britain
today. It would reflect how RE is taught in many schools, the position taken by an increasing number
of locally agreed syllabuses, and the 2013 curriculum framework. It would also match the positions
of the RE Council for England and Wales and the National Association of Teachers of RE. In short, it
would be fair, popular, and add rigour to the subject; we see no reasonable or persuasive argument
to oppose it.

Yours sincerely,
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