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Thank you for your response to my letter regarding the educational practices of Noah’s Ark Farm Zoo in Wraxhall.

In your reply you stated that your appointed zoo inspector found that the ‘educational contribution at Noah’s Ark Zoo Farm meets the requirement of the Secretary of State’s Standards of Modern Zoo practices’. 

Section 7.13 of the ‘Standards of Modern Zoo Practice’ states that ’accurate information about the species exhibited [in zoos] must be available’. Below I list instances where the zoo’s animal displays appear to clearly contradict this guidance and have enclosed corroborating photos (please let me know if you wish to have these by email).

1. The display at the Goat enclosure says, ‘Noah would have taken 7 pairs of the [Goat] family into the ark, hence the huge diversity of species that have developed since then.’

1. The information displayed at the White Storks enclosure says, ‘we keep them to show ... the spreading out of species from the originally created ones.’

1. At the Tapir enclosure the display reads ‘they are probably only related to other Tapirs. They arrive in the fossil record at the same time as horses, with no evidence of any relatedness. They appear to be a separate Created Kind.’

1. At the domestic Ferret enclosure the display reads ‘it is probable that killing other animals was not part of God’s original plan for meat eating species. They were probably designed to live on a variety of seeds, berries, insects and dead carcasses, to clear them out of the way; when man rebelled against God, nature did too, and the killing began.’

1. Next to the Gibbon enclosure, there appears information giving ‘30 reasons why Apes are not related to Man’. Not only does the display’s premise that man is not related to other Apes contradict modern science’s understanding on the taxonomic position and evolutionary origins of humanity, but it contains many further factual errors, two of which I note below. For example, section 15 observes that only Humans have opposable thumbs, where as in fact all Apes have them. Meanwhile, section 18 asserts that frontal mating is unique to Humans, whereas frontal mating is frequently observed in Bonobos and Orang-utans. 

We would appreciate knowing from your zoo inspector in what ways these statements in the information provided about the species in Noah’s Ark Farm Zoo are compatible with section 7.13 of ‘Standards of Modern Zoo Practice’. I hope this will be possible.

Yours sincerely,




Andrew Copson
Director of Education and Public Affairs 
British Humanist Association 
andrew@humanism.org.uk
