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We would like to thank the High Commissioner for his report on Combating intolerance,
negative stereotyping and stigmatization of, and discrimination, incitement to violence
and violence against, persons based on religion or belief.?

However, we note a lack of consistency in the inclusion of the non-religious in states’
implementation of the action plan. We would like to remind states that, alongside their
religious counterparts, the non-religious can also be subjected to stigmatisation,
discrimination, and violence because of their beliefs, and that non-religious leaders and
communities, such as humanists, can also be engaged in implementing solutions.

We welcome the report’s recognition of the ‘Faith for Rights’ framework and would like to
draw attention to the Beirut Declaration on which the framework is built. The
Declaration is inclusive of ‘all believers - whether theistic, non-theistic, atheistic or
other’? It states that ‘[a]ll religious or belief communities need a resolved leadership’ to
act ‘for equal dignity of everyone'. This inclusive approach need not be limited to the
Faith for Rights framework.

We therefore call on states to include the non-religious and the religious alike in the
implementation of the action plan. This includes enacting and enforcing
anti-discrimination laws on grounds of religion or belief, and engaging all religion or
belief leaders and communities who uphold and promote shared, universal principles of
human dignity in building plural societies and combating intolerance.

Thank you.
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