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We would like to thank the Special Rapporteur for his report, particularly his recognition 
that cultural and religious values should be used to promote, rather than undermine, 
gender equality.2 

 

We emphasise that the right to freedom of religion and belief must never be 
misinterpreted to justify restricting women’s rights. Individuals must be able to adopt, 
change, or practice a religion or belief according to their own conscience, including 
when this challenges societal expectations.3 

State-enforced gender-based persecution under repressive theocratic regimes remains 
deeply concerning. However, a well-connected transnational, religiously conservative 
network of civil society actors spanning Europe, the United States and Russia, is 
increasingly driving resistance to gender equality by promoting policy shifts and social 
norms across continents.4 They have mobilised partner organisations to spread 
misinformation and stigma to discourage abortion in the UK,5 to target and harass 
women’s rights activists in Kenya and Ghana,6 and to shape education systems in a way 
that reinforces patriarchal ideas about society and family life in Chile.7 Such political and 
societal influence impedes women’s education, health, economic opportunity, and civic 
participation, directly undermining their right to development. These efforts are often 
explicitly justified through appeals to religious values. 

How can the Special Rapporteur encourage states to protect the right to freedom of 
religion and belief for all women, to promote gender equality against pressures from 
religious fundamentalist groups? 
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1 Humanists UK is the operating name of the British Humanist Association. 
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