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We welcome recommendations from Brazil, Ireland, Madagascar, New Zealand, and 
many other member states that urge Qatar to abolish the use of capital punishment.2 
We also support recommendations from Canada, Italy, Zambia, and others to prevent 
religious discrimination and urge Qatar to uphold the right to freedom of religion or 
belief for all. 
 
In Qatar, converting from the state religion of Islam is defined as apostasy and is a 
criminal offence. While there have been no recorded cases of punishment for apostasy 
since 1971,3 the sentence for this so-called ‘crime’, in line with Sharia law, which forms 
the basis of the Qatari legal system, is death.4 This punishment is directly opposed to 
this Council’s resolution 36/17 which urges all states that have not yet abolished the 
death penalty to ensure it is not imposed for specific forms of conduct, including 
apostasy.5  
 
The rights of the non-religious and religious minorities are subjected to severe 
restrictions, with the government stating that it would interpret several provisions of 
the ICCPR in line with Sharia, including Article 18(2) that prohibits impairing the freedom 
to have or adopt a religion or belief of choice through coercion.6 Qatar’s Constitution and 
other legislation provide for freedom of association, public assembly, and worship. 
However, these freedoms are framed within limits based on Sharia law and so-called 
‘morality concerns.’7 Article 256 of the Penal Code criminalises blasphemy, including 
‘offending the Islamic religion,’ carrying a maximum sentence of seven years’ 
imprisonment.8 Article 257 criminalises the running of an organisation aimed at 
challenging Islam or that ‘promotes another religion; cult or concept’ with up to ten 
years in prison.9 
 
We urge Qatar to immediately abolish the death penalty, especially for apostasy, and to 
repeal its blasphemy laws in order to uphold the right to freedom of religion or belief for 
the non-religious and for religious minorities. 
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1 Humanists UK is the operating name of the British Humanist Association.  
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