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We urge Nigeria to support the recommendations of Cameroon, Gambia, Lebanon,
Norway, and even the Russian Federation to develop further mechanisms that protect
individuals from discrimination based on religion or belief.? In particular, we call on
Nigeria to support the recommendation of the Netherlands, to increase efforts to
strengthen accountability and security to ensure the enjoyment of the right to freedom
of religion or belief, or FORB.

Nigeria's Constitution protects FoRB, including the right to change religion or belief.’
However, these protections are undermined by de facto blasphemy laws under section
204 of the Criminal Code that determines ‘an act which any class of persons consider as
a public insult on their religion” may be imprisoned for up to two years.* Further to this,
the Constitution allows constituent states to establish their own Sharia courts on civil
matters only, yet twelve northern states utilise Sharia criminal codes.® These courts can
and do implement severe sentences for blasphemy and apostasy, with punishments
including execution. This runs counter to this Council’s resolution 36/17 which urges all
states that have not yet abolished the death penalty to ensure it is not imposed for
specific forms of conduct, including apostasy.®

We remain concerned about how this overlaps, intersects with, and undermines the
right to freedom of expression, which is also guaranteed by the Constitution. Our friend
and colleague Mubarak Bala, President of the Humanist Association of Nigeria, is
currently serving a prison sentence for posting ‘blasphemous’ content on Facebook that
was deemed likely to cause a disturbance.’ The decision of the Court of Appeal in Kano
that his sentence be reduced from 24 to five years is a step in the right direction. But
Bala should never have been charged in the first place for peacefully expressing his
humanist values.

We call on Nigeria to repeal its blasphemy and apostasy laws, to release those detained
under such laws, and to refrain from allowing Sharia courts to decide on criminal
matters.
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