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Although we welcomed the recommendations made in your update at the last Council,
especially focusing on the human rights situation for women and girls, we were
disappointed that it did not make specific recommendations calling on the Taliban to cease
attacks on religious and belief minorities, including the non-religious, 2 and to enact
measures to protect minority belief groups from other terrorist organisations.
Violent intolerance of any dissenting belief was a hallmark of the Taliban regime in the
1990s, and there is no evidence of any recent change in policy. Even before its return to
power last year, it was not possible to be openly non-religious in Afghanistan. Both
blasphemy and apostasy were already crimes that carry the death penalty. 3
Terrorist attacks upon religous minorities – such as last month’s bombing of a Kabul
mosque which killed members of the Hazara Shia community, including at least 16 children
– rightlyfully receive international condemnation. But the plight of the non-religious
remains entirely hidden.4
Non-religious Afghan refugees are not safe. They cannot make themselves known to the
UNHCR in neighbouring countries, most notably Pakistan and Iran, for fear of mob violence
and arrest under the blasphemy laws there. Unlike other minority groups, who may enjoy a
degree of toleration in the region, the non-religious have no safe route of passage out of
Afghanistan.
Will the High Commissioner comment on what is being done to ensure that Afghan
resettlement programmes are inclusive of the non-religious? What mechanisms are in
place so they can be safely identified by the UNHCR in neighbouring Pakistan and Iran?
Thank you.
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