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It has been seven months since terrorists, according to the UN Security Council, took
control of Afghanistan. This Council will remember their first regime, marked by extreme
persecution of non-religious and religious minorities, including Shi’a Hazara Muslims. The
height of this saw an edict, fortunately never enforced, requiring Hindus to wear
identifying badges,2 and the destruction of Buddhist statues, beautiful treasures of our
human heritage.
There has been no change in the Taliban’s approach to the human right to freedom of
thought and belief. Recent years saw a resurgence in targeted violence against minority
belief communities, including in 2018 in Jalalabad killing the only Sikh candidate for
parliament3 and in 2020 at a Kabul gurdwara, killing 25 Sikhs.4 Now Amnesty International
has reported the Taliban has murdered nine Hazara Muslims. 5 Even before August this was
one of 13 countries where blasphemy or apostasy is punishable by death, making it
impossible legally and socially for the non-religious to live openly. Now, reports are
received of murders and disappearances of atheists and humanist organisations are
inundated with requests from Afghans for support and relocation. 6 What progress has
been made by the Council to send observers to monitor this persecution on the ground?
We are also concerned about non-religious Afghan refugees in Pakistan. This is not a safe
country for the non-religious, who are targeted by blasphemy laws and subjected to mob
violence. How does the UNHCR intend to identify such refugees who are entitled to
resettlement through its schemes but unable to openly identify themselves?
Thank you.
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