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Thank you, Mr. President. 

 

Secular activists and religious minorities in Bangladesh are being subjected to grave human rights violations, 
both state sanctioned, and as the result of fundamentalist vigilantism.  

 

This year alone, a humanist activist and student,
1
 a Hindu priest,

 2
 a Sufi leader,

3
 two LGBT activists,

 4
 and a 

Christian convert,
5
 were all murdered, and a Professor of English

6
 and a Buddhist monk

7
 were killed in ways 

which bore all the hallmarks of these recent killings.  

 

In 2015, four humanist activists were hacked to death,
8
 as well as a publisher of secular authors.

9
 In the same 

year, a Shia mosque was attacked by gunmen, killing one and injuring three,
10

 and in a bomb attack targeting 
the Muslim minority, one was killed while an estimated 80 were wounded.

11
 

 

This followed a protest against freethinkers and religious minorities, where 100,000 protestors called for the 
prosecution and death of bloggers who insult Islam,

 12
 providing a list of 84 humanist activists. In response, the 

government criminalised ‘defamation of religion’, creating a de facto ‘blasphemy’ law.
13

 Section 295A of the 
penal code states that anyone with ‘deliberate’ or ‘malicious’ intentions of ‘outraging…religious feelings’ will 
be liable to imprisonment, which in practice has been used to prosecute and imprison humanists and 
secularists.

14
 As one humanist activist put it, ‘minorities of all sorts in Bangladesh don’t just have to fear Islamic 

militants – we must also fear our own government, which shows no regard for its secular beginnings and 
choose instead to appease the fundamentalists’.

15
  

 

It is the duty of the State to protect the rights of all of its citizens, including religious and belief minorities. We 
therefore urge the government of Bangladesh to reform its legal code in order to conform with its human 
rights obligations, and take effective steps to combat escalating violent fundamentalist vigilantism. 

 

Thank you. 
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