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HUMANIST MARRIAGE CEREMONIES

| was grateful for the opportunity to continue our discussions about humanist marriage
ceremonies and the conduct of marriage by approved organisations at our meeting on the 23
April.

The Government has now seen the revised amendments to the Marriage (Same Sex Couples)
Bill tabled by Kate Green and others, and | note the changes that have been made to narrow the
scope of the amendments to cover humanist organisations only, as we discussed. The
Government has considered these new amendments in the context of current marriage law and
the Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill. However, we remain of the view that the introduction of
humanist marriage ceremonies cannot be dealt with in isolation, and that the Marriage (Same
Sex Couples) Bill is the wrong mechanism to effect the changes to marriage law that you desire.
Therefore the Government is unable to support your amendments.

I realise this will be a disappointment to you, but | would like to thank you for your continued
support for same sex marriage.
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